
  

 
 
 
November 25, 2009 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
Preschool ÒFeast DaysÓ were delightful events as children entertained their guests with songs, led us in prayers, and served 
ÒThanksgivingÓ foods.  One little guy recommended the grapes with, ÒTry the grapes!  TheyÕre delicious!Ó  Another needed 
more juice and got a parent helperÕs attention by calling out, ÒHey, ChristianÕs Mom, more juice, please!Ó   
 
When we return, we will be in the season of Advent!   We will pray together around the Advent wreath each week, focusing on 
our Advent theme, ÒCome to the Manger.Ó   Prayer services are on 12-01, 12-07, 12-14 and 12-18. 
 
Remembering that Jesus was born into poverty, homelessness, and need, we will ÒCome to the MangerÓ bringing gifts for 
those who today are faced with poverty, homelessness and need.  Our gifts* will be donated to the ECHO FOOD SHELF.   
 
A spokesperson at the SHELF told us that guests are especially in need of personal care items (hair care products, soaps, 
deodorants, dental care products, etc.); baby care items (formula, diapers of all sizes, wipes, cereal, etc.); rice; canned 
vegetables and fruits; cooking oil; and dishwashing liquid. 
 
*Please help your child to ÒownÓ our Advent invitation to share: maybe he/she could do some extra helpful things at home to 
ÒearnÓ a gift; maybe he/she could be encouraged to use an allowance/piggy bank savings to purchase gifts; maybe you could 
offer a choice such as ÒWe could stop for a treat on the way home OR we could use the money weÕd spend on a treat to 
purchase a gift to bring to the mangerÉwhat would you like to do?Ó  We will bring our gifts to our prayer services each 
week. 
 
If you are planning ahead for a winter escape to a warm family vacation spot, please be aware of our make up work policy:  
Students will be given missed work when they return and are asked to complete the work in a timely fashion.  (For instance, a 
child who misses four school days should hand in completed work within four school days of return.)  This policy is 
recommended by ÒLove and Logic.Ó  Of course packing a book or two to read and a set of math fact cards would be great!  
 

 Last week second graders received a letter from Tom Turkey suggesting we celebrate Thanksgiving with peanut better and 
jelly sandwiches!  Students wrote replies to Tom:  

ÒI love jelly, but I hate peanut butter.   But I donÕt like turkey that much.  I eat it, but I donÕt like it, so I am going with 
your plan.  Good idea!Ó 

ÒThat was a horrible idea.  I donÕt like peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.  I would like a peanut butter sandwich 
instead of peanut butter and jelly. Well, you are in luck because my dad does not like to go hunting!Ó 

ÒI like your idea because if every turkey was shot, turkeys would be extinct.  I think Mother Nature would be really 
upset.  I think turkeys are the third beautifulest birds in the world!Ó 
 
Happy Thanksgiving!  May God continue to bless us all with countless gifts of love and grace!  Thank you for entrusting your 
greatest blessings (all 630 of them!) to our care here at Loyola.   
 
Blessing, too, as we begin the beautiful season of Advent and  ÒCome to the Manger.Ó   In this journey of the heart may we 
recognize and welcome Emmanuel, ÒGod-with-us,Ó in each person we meet. 
 
 
Sister Mary Beth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
• Cold weather is now upon us!  Please be sure to dress your children to be outside for recess.  Our guideline is:   

if the temperature is above 0¼ with wind chill, the children will be outside for recess.  Temperatures are checked first 
thing in the morning and before lunch recess.   
 
Once snow is on the ground, we ask that each child have snow pants and snow boots to wear on the playground.  
Snow pants and boots may be left at school or taken home every day. 
 

• Mark your calendars for the Loyola Catholic Primary and Preschool Christmas programs! 
 
Primary school (grades K-3) Wednesday, December 16 8:30am & 1:30pm  Gymnasium 

*Two show times are offered.  Please plan on attending one performance in order to allow seating for all of our families. 
 
Preschool (all classes)  Wednesday, December 16 10:30am    Gymnasium 
 
Children may be out of uniform on December 16, wearing clothing that you feel is suitable for the Christmas 
program. 
 

• Loyola Spirit shop Christmas sale!  The spirit shop will have a sale on the Good Counsel campus on Wednesday, 
December 9 and Thursday, December 10 from 2:30-5:30pm.  The sale will be located in the conference room 
across from the chapel.  Get your Christmas shopping done early! 
 

•  Loyola Christmas Parade of Homes  
 
The Parade of Homes is a semi annual fundraiser for the Loyola Band and Choir Students.  The monies will be used 
to help offset the cost of their music trip to Chicago.  
 
This yearÕs parade is on Sunday, November 29th from 1:00 – 6:00pm. Tickets may be purchased from a music 
student or at any of the Homes on the Parade the day of the sale. The cost of the ticket is $10.00.  
 
Homes on the tour are:  *The Murray’s, 57217 200th St. Mankato * The O’Donnell’s, 1086 Sunrise Dr. N. Mankato 
* The Ouren’s, 173 Howard Dr. N. Mankato * The Stack’s, 503 W Pleasant St. Mankato 
* The Vetter’s, 6108 Shamrock Dr. Madison Lake *The Winch’s, 1515 N. Broad St. Mankato 
A printable map is on the school website under the News tab. 
 

• The Home & School Association has a flier going home today.  Please consider donating to the Staff Christmas 
luncheon.  Forms are due on Wednesday, December 2. 
 

• Visit the LCS website to order a copy of the production of Grease or last yearÕs production of Suessical.  Orders will 
be taken until December 15, 2009 and the cost is $10.00 per DVD. 
  

• Reminder about school closings/cancellations due to weather: 
 

  First and foremost, if Mankato Public School system, (District #77) makes a decision about a weather related 
school start or dismissal, Loyola Catholic School will follow the same plan. 
 

 If school has been cancelled, start delayed, or released early due to weather there are many ways to get this 
information.  Please find what works best for your family. 

           Public school hotline number:  386-4777   All local radio and television stations. 
 

 Preschool news:  
 

• Preschool students are ringing bells for The Salvation Army on Monday, December 7 and Tuesday, December 8 
from 5pm-7pm.  Volunteer sign up sheets are located outside the classroom. 
 
 

 



  

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
   

Thursday & Friday November 26-27  No School PS-12 Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
 Sunday  November 29   Loyola Band & Choir Parade of Homes 
       
 Friday   December 4   SPIRIT Day 
 

Tuesday  December 8   District #77- 2 hour late start 
       Loyola Primary 8:05am start 

        No morning bus available 
 
        Feast of Immaculate Conception Mass 9:00am 
 
 Wednesday  December 16   Christmas Programs 
        Kindergarten-Grade 3  8:30am and 1:30pm 
        Preschool 10:30am (All classes) 
        Girls Club  
 
 Thursday  December 17   Mass 9:45am 

December Birthday Mass 
 
 Monday  December 21- 
 Friday   January 1   No School PS-Grade 12 Christmas Holiday 
 
 Monday  January 4   Classes resume Preschool-Grade 12 

 
  
 
 
 

 


